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Happy 2011!  As 
this is my first 
President’s Corner, 
I want to introduce 
myself.  I’m 
Megan Transtrum.  
I was voted in as 
the new president 

of ISA last fall after serving as vice 
president for the past two years.  My 
three kids are all Suzuki students, and 
now that they are a bit older, I can 
give back a bit and better balance 
being ISA’s president with the kids’ 
other activities and my work as a 
stay-at-home architect.   
 
I think I can say that we, as a board, 
have learned a lot about how the 
ISA operates, and will do our very 
best to keep it running smoothly.  
There have been a few changes to 
the board.  Lorna Mitson, our past 
president, is now our registrar 
(which is a harder job!) and she’ll 
be helping me transition to 
president.  Lorna did such a great 
job the last couple of years and 
accomplished the monumental task 
of getting our online registration set 
up.  Nona Haddock has served as 
our string director for so many 
institutes that I’ve lost count.  She 
will now be serving as a board 
member and will be focusing on 
other aspects, like marketing.  We 
sweet-talked Connie Hadlock and 

Debbie Hynes into becoming string 
co-directors, and we’re very excited 
to have them and their ideas, 
particularly with Connie’s past 
experience as director.  Debi 
Johnson will continue as our piano 
director. She has been doing a great 
job building up the piano and flute 
programs.  You’ll find info about 
the spring piano and flute 
workshops in this newsletter. We 
also picked up some other new 
board members; you can find the 
complete list on the website.  We 
have been working hard already to 
make the 2011 Institute the best 
Institute to date! 
 
There are many dates to be aware of 
in regard to this summer’s Institute.  
Please look through the newsletter to 
make sure you get all of the pertinent 
information and important deadlines.  
(Information is also located on the 
website.) Online registration is up 
and running and Lorna has been 
working hard to get rid of all of the 
bugs. We try to keep our website 
current, and Sara Sweet does a great 
job maintaining it for us.  All of the 
deadlines and other information 
about Institute are also posted on the 
website under the Summer Institute 
link.  Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions you have via 
email at megantran@msn.com.   
 
We are looking forward to a fabulous 
year! 
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Boise Tuesday Musicale String Festival 
Fri., February 18, 2011 
@ Boise State University 
 
ISA Spring Piano Workshop 
Fri. - Sat., March 18 & 19, 2011  
@ Bronwen Godfrey's Studio 
 
ISA Spring Flute Workshop 
Sat., April 30, 2011 
@ Boise Contemporary Theater 
 
Boise Philharmonic 
View performance schedule online at 
www.boisephilharmonic.org 
 
Philharmonic Family Concerts: 
LION KING and PETER & THE WOLF 
Sat., January 15, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. 
@ NNU Swayne Auditorium, Nampa 
 
A DR. SEUSS CELEBRATION! 
Sun., March 13, 2011 
2:00 p.m. AND 3:30 p.m. 
@ Egyptian Theatre, Boise 
 
Boise Baroque Orchestra 
View performance schedule online at 
www.boisebaroque.com 
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Christmas was certainly in the air 
when violin, cello, and flute students 
performed at the Festival of Trees on 
November 26th!  Eighty students 
from various studios joined to 
perform a great variety of Christmas 
selections for the event. Our students 
of all ages impressed the audience 
with their quality of sound and stage 
presence. Special thanks to Anna 
Rouse for heading up the program, 
and to Kendra Hines, Nona Haddock, 
Debi Johnson, Jennifer Myers, Becky 
Anderson, Christa Cole, Connie 
Hadlock, and Debbie Hynes for 
teaching and directing student 
groups.  Thanks also to Lorna 
Mitson, Megan Transtrum, and Susan 
Kelly for handling registration and 
scheduling the rehearsal facility; to 
Andrea Francis and Leah McGowen 
for assisting with rehearsals; and to 
the parents who helped make it a 
success.  And of course, many thanks 
to all of the students who practiced 
hard and performed magnificently! 
The strings, ensemble, and flutes all 
played beautifully and the audience 
loved us!   
 
Many violin students also performed 
the Christmas selections at Chateau 
de Boise Retirement Center on 
December 5 and Life Care Center on 

December 22.  Residents enjoyed 
seeing the children and were 
delighted to hear the beautiful sounds 
of the Suzuki string players. 
 
Flute, cello, violin, and piano 
students joined together on 
December 16 at the State Capitol 
Building to once again perform the 
Christmas music.  Amid the beautiful 
decorations of wreaths and 
poinsettias, the marble halls 
resonated and echoed with the sound 
of music.  Special thanks to parents 
for transporting performers and 
instruments to share the gift of music.   
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Registration for the 2011 Suzuki is 
now open! Visit the website for class 
details and a link to register online. 
This year will be a great experience 
as new co-directors Connie Hadlock 
and Debbie Hynes team up to make 
the strings program a new adventure 
in learning, performing, and fun. 
Piano students welcome back 
Barbara Meixner to the institute for 
top notch instruction while flute 
students reunite with the always 
inspiring Jennifer Myers. Students of 
every instrument will come away 
with newly found motivation and 
skill. And don’t forget about our 
teacher training as well!  
 
New this year is the Mexican style 
mariachi enrichment class. This class 
will take you back to the 19th century 

to learn some of the most unique and 
beautiful genres of music found in all 
the world. 
 
 

 
INSTITUTE CALENDAR/DEADLINES: 

 
January 1 - Online registration opens. 
 
February 5 - SAA Teacher Training 
scholarship applications must be 
received by this date.  See SAA website 
for application and information. 
 
February 15 - ISA scholarship 
applications must be received by this 
date.  ISA scholarships are only available 
for current ISA members.  Student 
applicants must also be taking lessons 
from a member teacher.    
 
March 1 - ISA scholarships will be 
awarded and recipients notified.   
 
March 15 - Registration deadline for 
scholarship recipients.  If a recipient is 
not registered and paid in full by this 
date, their scholarship will be forfeited 
and given to another deserving applicant. 
 
April 15 - Early registration deadline.  
You must be registered and paid in full 
by 6pm MDT to receive the early 
registration prices.  Regular prices go 
into effect at 6:01pm MDT April 15, 
2011 (no exceptions). 

 
Suzuki students performing at the St. Alphonsus Festival of Trees 

 
Capitol Building Performance 



April 22 - Auditions to SAA for Teacher 
Training participants must be 
postmarked no later than this date.   
 
April 30 - Teacher Training courses are 
subject to minimum enrollment.  If a 
course does not have four trainees 
registered and paid in full by this date, 
the course may be cancelled at the 
discretion of our directors.  A full refund 
will be issued and all fees waived.  We 
will not refund or reimburse any personal 
travel or housing arrangements.   
 
May 1 - Honor recital audition 
recordings and applications must be 
postmarked by this date.  Institute 
participants are encouraged to 
participate.  This is a great opportunity 
for your student to perform!    
 
June 1 - Online registration ends.  Any 
late registrations will be subject to an 
additional $35 late fee and will be 
accepted only if space is available.  No 
refunds will be issued after this date.  
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The Caldwell Fine Arts Festival will 
be held on April 9, 2011. This 
independent festival is for string and 
piano students of all methods who 
range from beginning to advanced 
levels.  Most entries are for solos, 
although small ensembles are 
encouraged to participate. String 
teachers who wish to enter their 
students may contact Peggy Miller 
via email for more information at 
gpeggy@q.com.  Additionally, piano 
teachers may request information 
from Lisa Derry, piano chair, at 
lderry@collegeofidaho.edu. 
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In November, the studios of Debbie 
Winters and Peggy Miller combined 
to perform three programs at local 
retirement homes.  Students worked 
hard to perfect all revisions to pieces 
in the new Suzuki books, and 
performed Bohm's Perpetual Motion, 
the new piece in Book 4. 

The two studios combined again in 
December for our annual Christmas 
program at the Caldwell Library.  
Fourteen students performed several 
selections for appreciative parents, 
friends, and extended family.  A big 
thank you to our accompanist for 
both programs, Edith Stephenson. 
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Mr. John Kendall passed away on 
January 6, 2011 at the age of 93. 
John's life's work as an educator has 
influenced thousands of Suzuki 
students and teachers. Kendall was a 
mentor and one of the first leaders to 
bring the Suzuki method to the USA. 
He attended the Idaho Suzuki 
Institute as a faculty member and 
teacher trainer. The SAA and ISA 
will forever be grateful to him for his 
contribution to music education. 







 
SPRING PIANO 

WORKSHOP WITH 
RAE KATE SHEN  

 
Location - Bronwen's Studio 
10426 Estates Drive in Boise, Idaho 
Date:  March 18th and 19th  
Teacher: RaeKate Shen 
 
Price per teacher - $85 
Price per student:  
Book 1 Student $15  
Book 2 and above $20 
 

Longer lessons can be requested. 
Register online at 

www.idahosuzuki.org 
 

Registration deadline February 15 
 

For more information contact: 
Deborah Johnson  

208-549-3438 
deborahjohnson5@aol.com 
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Every Child Can © Friday, June 17 Karlyn Brett 

Unit 2 Violin June 20-24 Donna Lim 

Unit 5 Violin June 20-24 Allen Lieb, Jr. 

Units 9 & 10 Violin June 20-24 Cathryn Lee 

Unit 1 Piano June 20-24 Rae Kate Shen 

Unit 3 Piano June 20-24 Karlyn Brett 

Unit 1 Flute June 18-25 David Gerry 
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Starting January 17 and continuing 
through February 28, the Suzuki 
Association of the Americas (SAA) 
will be sharing inspirational talks on 
their website intended to nurture all 
Suzuki parents, whether new or 
veterans to the method. The series is 
entitled “Parents as Partners.” This 
series requires registration and a 
registration fee, and is available to 
individuals and to teacher studios. 
 
Teachers: PPO with Your Studio 
To incorporate Parents as Partners 
Online into your studio offerings and 
help nurture parent education, 
consider implementing the following: 
 

 Plan a parent meeting and watch 
a presentation or two together, 
followed by discussion. 

 
 Schedule a parent get-together 

with refreshments and share 
ideas from presentations they 
have already watched. 

 
 During group time, arrange for 

parents to have a special room to 
watch and discuss a topic while 
kids are occupied. 

  
 Collect questions from within 

your studio on posted talks and 
send those questions to the SAA 
to be answered by an expert. 

Registration Details 
 
$25 for individual members (parent 
or teacher) or $45 for non-members 
(of SAA) 

 
$45 for teacher plus 1-5 parents 
$6 for each additional parent  
(Teachers will need the name and email of 
each parent to enroll them. Parents do not 
need to be SAA members.) 
 
Click here to register online at SAA. 
(suzukiassociation.org) 
 

 

 
ATTENTION FLUTISTS! 

 
Spring Flute Workshop ���� 
with Dr. Nicole Molumby  
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ADDITIONAL SUMMER INSTITUTE REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIO NS 
We are using the same registration system this year as last year. This site operates much like any online shopping 
cart, with the exception that we will need a lot more information from you in order to serve you best. For a list of 
questions to consider in advance with your child’s teacher, visit the parent information page on our website. You 
start the registration process by clicking the link from our website or visiting: 

 www.asaponlinereg.com/idahosuzuki 
First, you will need to create an account so that we will have the names and information for all of those who are 
registering for classes of any kind.  Next, you will fill your shopping cart by adding classes, housing, meals, and any 
other items you wish to purchase.  With the classes, you will be required to select the person to whom that class 
applies.  All of the options will be located to the left of the page under Classes or Products. Then, you will finalize 
your selections and check out. During the checkout process, you will find that you will need to fill in additional 
information such as book level, polished piece, enrichment class choices, etc. Finally, you will enter the payment 
section. With this system, paying through PayPal is the easiest.  However, if you are paying by check, please remit 
the full amount, including the $3.00 transaction fee to ISA, c/o Gordon Hynes, 1976 N. Bird Boise, ID. 83704.   
You are not registered until payment is received.  Payment deadline is April 10. 
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